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I would like to write a little about our 

recent elections. I do not want to write about 
election results but about the perceptions and 
attitudes that surround Lhe elections. 

From the media and private conversations we 
hear that winners are right and losers are in 
error and should have known better. Wo are a 
1 itr.lo like the little boy who said he knew how 
to tell the sex of the goldfish their classroom 
had acquired. The teacher knew it was risky but 
allowed the little boy to give his suggestion. 
"We will vote on it," the little boy said We 
are not. innocent children, and we are not voting 
on the sex of goldfish. We are adults and voting 
on serious matters. But we use the same 
mentality. We think we can vote on what is right 
and true. We have a mentality that winners are 
ri ght because they have more votes. 

Should the church teach its people how to 
vote? The answer is probably a qualified yes. I 
will give my suggestions of how. I welcome arty 
response anyone may have. 

first, money wins elections. In America it 
t lots of money. It is an evil system, but 
3 . The church should Leach its people how our 
large financial institutions manipulate 
elections. 

Not only do political candidates bow to money 
but people vote for their pocketbooks. There are 
other issues, of course, but the economy is 
usuall y the number one issue. Most voters vote 
for their own best economic interests even 
though most of us are only marginally affected 
by the outcome. We may lose at the edges but 
will continuo to have food and shelter. There 
are people who will be affected on the basic 
level of human need. In the past election we had 
a candidate who was known for his concern for 
the disadvantaged. We had another candidate who 
favored pressuring our government to shift funds 
and prioritize the funding of the United Nations 
Children Emergency Fund. We voted for our 
concerns. The church should guide its people to 
lose our selfish concerns for frills to the deep 
human needs of others. IL may affect the way we 
vote. The church should teach that there is 
truth, there is a way that is right. We may not 
always know what it is, but we must search for 
it_ It is not something we can vote on. Fhe 
masses can be wrong, and the lonely voice of the 
prophet may be Fight. Wo make knowing what is 
light more complex because wo want an economic 
advantage at the same lime. 

Finally, the church should teach its people 
Hot to invest too much in government. idolatry 
• nationalism are connected in the scriptures. 

joals of government are not those of the 
Kingdom of God. It is political suicide to 
ignore the wishes of the wealthy and focus on 
human need. We should not invest so much in 
politics that we fall into their schemes, but we
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can expect much and should hold our leaders 
responsible to do what is right. The next 
elections are nearly two years away, but the 
politicians are getting prepared, and so should 
we. the politicians will try to get us to focus 
on what they call our best interest. It is 
probably their interest. As people of faith we 
must focus on what is right, riot just for me but 
for all of God's world. 

`1W7104.241,-	 , Pastor 
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Dear Friends, 
Marty of you may believe that you have "heard 

me" say some of these things before. I will 
attempt to keep them down to a minimum, but in 
reflecting on values there are so many facets -
many of which nearly defy definition. Things of 
the heart and soul may frequently be left up to 
feelings and opinion both based on lessons and 
impressions out of the past - from childhood. 

I love this topic, for it allows me to reflect 
on my parents, realizing how much they loved us 
and how important it was to them to be role 
models in hopes that we also would develop or 
acquire honorable "values." 

When I contemplate some attributes that they 
felt_ were values, it becomes clear that most 
were funnelled	 into strenythenino a family 
circle. They include tolerance, patience, 
understanding, encouragement, support and, of 
course, love and forgiveness. The degree to 
which the first five of the above are present, 
tests the success of the last two. 

Especially now, coming out of a period of 
thanksgiving and praise, and attem p ting to 
continue that theme for Christmas, these are 
weeks of thought and memory of family, and of 
present family experience. Truly a time when 
only peace and good will can express honestly 
what we all profess as Christians, in love and 
forgiveness. Love your family more. 

Let us be aware this season of the act of 
giving of ourselves more than the material gift, 
and a proper attitude in accepting God's gift(s) 
to us. 

Have a beautiful and meaningful Christmas 
season, coming out vibrant and alive to begin 
the Now Year. 
[lest. wishes to all, itr:4,r7c.„
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Our Workday aL the church on 
Sat., 12 Nov., was well attended 
by members to clean up yard and 
grounds, with lots of help from 
our renter Eric - a good day of 
fellowship all the way around. 

A number of us had a good time 
participating in the Oklahoma 
City Peace Fest. on Sat. 19 Nov. 
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The service	 of	 Holy Communion will be 
observed at our regular 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
worship on 11 December, 1994. All are welcome at 
the Lord's table. 

As we have tellowshiped with our west 
neighborhood communit y residents through the 
year, we hope to continue in praise and song 
with them at a Christmas social/carolling party 
at 6 : 00 p.m. on Sat., 10 Doc., at the church. 

On Sun., 18 Dec., residents of the Lincoln 
Terrace Association will join us for our second 
annual Christmas social and carol singing party 
at 6:00 p.m. in the church.
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Sun.. 4 Dec 	  Second Sunday in Advent 
Sat., 10 Dec 	  West Neighborhood Community 

Christmas Caroling Part y El 6 p.m. 
Sun., 11 Dec	  Service of Holy Communion
Sun., 10 Dec. ... Lincoln Terrace Assn. Caroling 

Part y fa 6 p.m. 
ihristmas Day 

Begin of a Now 
Last Day of J4 

r 

Sun., 25 Dec. 
Cal., 31 Dec. 	  
Sun..	 1 Jan. '95 
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